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India’s soft power is on the rise, in parallel with its economic prowess, as one of the fastest growing
major economies in the world. Critiquing the notion of soft power as developed by Joseph Nye, whose
focus remains primarily on the United States, this talk will suggest that an ancient civilization such as
India offers a more complex narrative of its global presence. After providing a brief historical context,
India’s soft power will be discussed within three domains: firstly, as the world’s largest democracy, India
has retained and arguably strengthened democracy in a multi-lingual, multi-racial and multi-religious
society, though recent trends towards majoritarianism can undermine this. The second domain will
focus on the diasporic dimension of India’s international presence, increasingly viewed by Indian
government and corporates as a vital resource for its soft power. As the world’s largest English-
speaking diaspora, the Indian presence is visible across the globe. The third domain will focus on the
Indian internet - the world’s largest ‘open’ internet - in a country with a huge demographic dividend.
India’s creative and cultural industries are circulating their ideas and images across various digital
domains, resulting in globalized production, distribution and consumption practices. Such content will
contribute, the talk will suggest, to the reimagining of India’s role on the international stage, from that of
a socialist-oriented voice of ‘the Third World’ to a rapidly modernizing, market-driven democracy with
global ambitions.
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