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Repatriation often is associated with returning
to their rightful owners the remains of objects
or artefacts that were regarded as sacred by
members of indigenous societies. During
colonial times, such objects had been taken
from indigenous peoples and transported to
museums or other sites, often located in major
cities around the world. It is a complicated
process to determine who are the rightful
‘owners’ of the objects returned and where
they should be housed. In the case of T.G.H.
Strehlow, numerous items that were used in
rituals were given to him, many of which in
recent years have been returned to the Elders
and are kept in the Strehlow Research Centre in
Alice Springs. In addition, Strehlow compiled
and documented extensive genealogies of
indigenous groups that are also maintained in
the Strehlow Research Centre. What may be
most significant about the artefacts and
genealogies is how they are currently being
used to repatriate indigenous knowledge that
Strehlow believed had been lost and that he
had preserved through the vast amount of data
that he had collected in the form of recordings,
writings, translations, films, notes and
genealogical records. This paper analyses the
idea of the repatriation of knowledge in light of
the theory that religion is best defined as a
‘chain of memory’ and relates this to the
current repatriation project that is being
undertaken in the Strehlow Research Centre in
Alice Springs.
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