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Session 1
9:30-11:00
Respondent and Chair: Thomas Crofts

Jessica Ringrose

Pornography assemblages: Posthuman, affective cartography of teens’ negotiating ‘pornified’
peer cultures in schools and beyond

Jessica Ringrose (Institute of Education, London) and Emma Renold (Cardiff University)

Heightened public concerns over the ‘pornification’ of girls’ bodies and girl culture has emerged
via a range of government and non-governmental bodies across the global North (e.g. APA,
2007; Bailey, 2011; Papadopoulos, 2010; Rush and La Nauze, 2006). Many of these research
reviews claim that girls are inappropriately ‘sexualised’ through exposure to a ‘pornified” media,
the consequences of which include ‘physical, psychological and sexual harm’ (Rush & La Nauze,
2006). While it is reasonable to conclude that pornography and pornified representations of sex
and sexuality will indeed have an impact upon and shape young people’s sexualities, the
evidence is not only inconclusive (Atwood and Smith, 2011; Gill, 2012; Egan, 2013) but also
rarely addresses the complexity of what constitutes ‘pornified’ or how pornified media and/or
pornography shapes young people’s own sexual cultures. To respond to this gap, this paper
draws upon qualitative interview data from three different research projects with young people
that explored youth sexuality and ‘sexualisation’. We draw upon Rosi Braidotti’s theories of
posthuman subjectivity and Deleuze and Guatarri’s concept of social-semiotic-material
‘assemblages’ to trace how sexually explicit texts, images, bodily gestures, looks and sounds
emerge in/as “pornography assemblages” in our data. Our cartography involves mapping the
affective materialities of what (else) porn can do, tracing its journey across the highly striated
heteronormative context of gendered peer cultures, where sexual harassment is common. The
paper outlines three pornography affective assemblages: ‘Porno-phone’ illustrates how objects
(e.g. mobile phones) when known to hold pornographic images (even if not viewed) produce
various affects that circulate across networked peer cultures. ‘Edu-porn’, explores how several
14-15 year old girls challenge boys’ desires to induct girls into specific sexual practices that shut
down the girls’ own sexual wishes and desires; and ‘Diggidy’ (a character from the US
animation Family Guy), traces the micro-practices of how pornified talk territorialise teens’



everyday practices and friendships. Our analysis of each assemblage examines the complex
temporal, spatial, cultural, historical and subjective dynamics which intra-act (Barad 1997) in
ways that block and/or enable resistance to coercive and heteronormative pornified peer
cultures. The paper aims to offer theoretical tools for understanding how sexually explicit
discursive and visual representations become ‘pornified’ and how such pornified materialities
(e.g. sexting, porn-based harassment) ‘matter’, that is shape the everyday social worlds (online
and offline) of gendered peer cultures in schools and beyond.

Kath Albury
Selfies, sexts and sneaky hats

This paper draws popular media reporting and focus-group interviews with young people aged
16-17 to reflect on the ways that young men's and women's practices of digital self-
representation are understood within current Australian educational and legal frameworks.

Session 2
11:15-1:15
Chair: Tess Lea

Catherine Driscoll & Liam Grealy
Publics, Media Classification, and Minority

Media classification, or ratings, systems depend on both a concept of minority — minors are
those for whom classification systems limit access — and a developmental model of adolescence
that explains the gradual removal of that limitation. Classification systems are technologies that
constitute and uphold a conception of minoritised adolescence through managing relationships
between a range of technologies and their consumption by youth. The adoption and
implementation of such systems, like cultural policy in general, depend on various figures of the
public, as that which requires protection and that which justifies governmental intervention in
the relationship between minority and media consumption. Drawing on a larger project on the
history of media classification systems, this paper will explore various instances of the
emergence and refashioning of ratings systems in order to examine relationships between ‘the
public’, ‘reasonable persons’, and ‘minority’. In doing so, it seeks to address generalisable
concerns for this symposium, in terms of the grounds on which the governance of youth occurs.



Megan Watkins
Young Men, Technology and the Facility to Write

With the fetishisation of computer technology in education, the older sense of technology as
pertaining to skill, object use and what the Greeks termed ‘techne’ or ‘art, skill and cunning of
hand’, seems to have slipped from view. Technology is generally equated with the object itself
rather than the facility to use it, masking the processes and relations involved in proficient use.
A skill such as writing, for example, is rarely conceived as technology and yet it is a vital tool
that aids understanding and effects communication. Writing is also a technology that is rarely
considered in relation to young men. With constant concerns over ‘boys’ literacy’, it is generally
framed as a feminised activity. Here, however the focus is on a small group of young men in
their final year of school who are proficient writers. Together with exploring their broader
engagement with technology, this paper examines these young men’s use of writing. In
particular, it considers how writing functions as embodied capacity, the affordances this
provides and the various pedagogic modalities these young men employ in writing for a range
of purposes and across different media.

Kerry Robinson
Gender variant and sexuality diverse young people’s negotiation of on-line spaces

This paper explores the ways in which gender variant and sexuality diverse young people who
participated in a national survey and in a series of workshops, engage with technology, in
particular how they experience and negotiate the Internet. These findings were part of a larger
project that investigated experiences of identity, family relationships, homophobia and
transphobia, schooling, the workplace, health and wellbeing, use of the Internet, and access to
support services amongst these young people. Findings highlight that the Internet is a complex
site to navigate for many of these young people who often approach it with caution. They
articulated multiple and contradictory experiences of the Internet, some positive and others
reflecting how the Internet operates as a governing site in which the inequities encountered
offline are reinscribed. The paper examines where these young people are spending their time
on-line; what aspects are considered positive, and those alienating and problematic.
Undoubtedly, the Internet is a significant source of knowledge, but many still had to ‘dig’ for
useful and relevant information. Some felt further marginalisation in on-line spaces as a result
of not fitting the discursively constructed hegemonic LGBTQ subject positions perpetuated in
some queer sites. Accessing pornography on-line was a central activity for some of these young
people, particularly those male identified, who were seeking relevant information on sex and
relationships. This was information that they could not easily access elsewhere and was



generally missing from sexuality and relationships education at school, or from family
discussions.

Session 3
2:15-4:15
Chair: Kelly Freebody

Anna Hickey-Moody
Censoring schooling: the politics of educational exclusion

This paper draws on my forthcoming book, A Physics of Failed Futures, to show what happens
when physical, geographical and emotional co-ordinates align and disadvantaged youth are
refused entry into higher education. Drawing on the philosophy of Baruch Spinoza and his
materialist science of emotions, passions and actions, | will show the production, political utility
and significance of what might be considered ‘failed futures’ within educational discourses.
Young people who ‘fail’ in educational terms do so for empirical reasons: school systems censor
their involvement. This happens for reasons that relate to relationships between class, gender,
race, geography and experience. There are dimensions of this experience of ‘failure’ and
cultural disengagement which can be read as youth resistance to governmental imperatives,
modes of resistance that are a conscious and unconscious expression of some young people’s
experiences of alienation. Yet, such exclusion is also a form of state censorship through which
‘majoritarian’ or predominantly middle to upper class student demographics are fed into higher
education settings. Drawing on an in-depth empirical study of the experiences and biographies
of young people in non-traditional educational environments, this book deploys conceptual
tools developed by Spinoza in order to explicate the impact of relationality and context in the
lives of youth who are disengaged from formal education. This analysis contributes to the
international debate on the educational exclusion of young people with precarious
relationships to schooling. Largely excluded from educational futures, young people with
tenuous relationships to schooling (and consequently, education) are, to use Spinozist terms, a
‘wicked problem’ for addressing social inclusion. The aim of this paper, then is to begin
theoretical analysis that can deliver a materialist investigation or ‘physics’ of the production of
‘failed” educational futures. Unlike much contemporary literature published on social inclusion
and higher education, this paper brings together an analysis that accounts for the connections
between feelings, embodiment, place and the imagination. To grasp the substantive issue of
the ‘wicked’ problem of the state as a censoring mechanism that produces educational failure,
we must develop an appreciation of the influence of the affective, of place and how
imagination is embodied. A Physics of Failed Futures thus offers a completely new theoretical



perspective on educational exclusion and makes a timely contribution to the global concern to
‘widen participation’ in higher education.

Remy Low
Education for all? The experience of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in Mount Druitt

This paper centres on the experiences recounted by seven socioeconomically disadvantaged
youth from the Mount Druitt region that have been linked to the latest development in higher
education — Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) — through a project for widening
participation in higher education. Drawing broadly on the “capability approach” advanced by
the development economist Amartya Sen, | consider how MOOCs may present a promising
platform for extending higher education to historically excluded populations and increase the
capabilities of people who live and work in a region like Mount Druitt. However, contrary to the
framing of MOQOCs as critically “disruptive” of traditional educational institutions like the
university and radically democratising access to education, the case studies presented here
suggest that the promise of MOOCs for widening participation can only be actualised if the
work and achievements of its participants can receive adequate recognition from an ensemble
of longstanding institutional authorities including universities, government agencies and
businesses. These remain, | submit in the face of the revolutionary claims made by some
educational technologists, the institutional gatekeepers of opportunity and the ultimate
arbiters of what formally constitutes “an education.”

Amanda Third
From Cybersafety to Digital Citizenship: Young People's Perspectives on Participation in the
Digital World

[Abstract TBA]

Session 4
4:30-6:00
Chair and Respondent: Elspeth Probyn

Terry Flew
Casuistry and Ethical Conflict: Sex, Young People and Media Governance

In this presentation, | will propose that one way of understanding contemporary approaches to
media content regulation is through the concept of casuistry. Arising originally out of Catholic



moral philosophy, casuistry constitutes a case-based approach to knowledge and ethics. It is
generally regarded with suspicion among those who would argue that there needs to be a
bedrock ethical foundation to understanding and to social action, but | will consider some
merits of a non-foundational approach to practical questions relating to media content
regulation.

When we consider media classification laws in Australia, one notable feature is the absence of a
constitutional guarantee of the right to free speech. The rights of adults to freely consume the
media of their choice has been one notable feature of the post-1960s shift in such laws from
censorship to governmentalised practices of classification and access restriction administered
by expert panels drawing upon assessments of “community standards”. But this right to free
speech co-exists uneasily with other principles, including the protection of children, avoidance
of inadvertent exposure to content which may cause harm or offence, and the rights of
individuals and groups not to be subject to “demeaning” portrayals.

The resulting balancing act undertaken by entities such as the Classification Board in practice
tends to satisfy none of the stakeholders who engage regularly with these debates. Free speech
advocates, sexual libertarians, morals campaigners, children’s rights advocates, and feminist
critics of “Big Porn” can all find fault with the governmental practices through which the
classification and periodic banning of media content occurs. Moreover, it is almost impossible
for politicians to successfully balance the competing and conflicting interests around such
questions.

The resulting policy stasis exists at a time when the Internet and globally networked
communications media and the empowering of media users to be content producers appear to
be making the application of government laws in this area redundant. But the issues raised do
not disappear, as seen with debates ranging from young people accessing sexually explicit
content online, the appearance of coercion in sexually explicit content, and misogynistic and
racially vilifying Facebook pages.

In this paper, | will consider one attempt to address these questions, with the Review of the
National Classification Scheme undertaken by the Australian Law Reform Commission during
2011-12. | will discuss the policy recommendations of that review, an the politics that
surrounded its conduct and subsequent reception. This will provide an opportunity for a
stocktake of the status of the recommendations made by the ALRC in its final report,
Classification—Content Regulation and Convergent Media (ALRC, 2012).



Gerard Goggin
‘Sharing, Digitally: Pleasures, Politics, and Policy of Youth and Mobile Technology’

Sharing is key to how we imagine and share digital technology, especially when it comes to
youth and mobile technology. There is now intense interest in the dynamics, characteristics,
cultures, and architectures of sharing in social, mobile, and locative media technologies, not
least in the practices, dispositions, and uses of such sharing by young people.

Yet in comparison to other areas such as sexting, censorship and classification, and privacy,
there is little policy explicitly acknowledging and responding to the sharing logics and regimes
of youth and technology.

Against this background, this paper draws on two ARC projects — one on youth and mobile
media, and the other on mobile Internet policy — to discuss sharing in youth and technology.
The paper considers what kind of policy we might envision, to ensure digital platforms are
open, accessible, and configurable for an ethics of sharing.
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