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Theoretical work on the public sphere has
almost completely concentrated on the
political part of it. Even book-length
contributions where “culture” is in the
title have not dealt with the role of
expressive culture and discourses about
and around that, but been about culture in the
anthropological or ethnological sense.
This is lamentable not only because the
literary or cultural public sphere was the
very beginning of the modern public sphere,
but also because today’s actually existing
public spheres are marked by quite obvious
close relations between expressive culture
and a variety of key democratic functions.
This presentation will discuss the
implications of and possible remedies for
this weakness in public sphere theory and
point to historical and current examples
of how expressive culture has politically
relevant impacts and implications that need
to be addressed. Expressive culture is
evidently involved in a variety of ways
in public discourses dealing with this
situation, contributing to understandings
of it and promoting political attitudes and
actions. On the other hand, the cultural
public sphere also offers possibilities for
a retreat from politics and socio-cultural
engagement, where differences in terms of
engagement vs retreat are structured along
lines of already established social divisions.
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