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‘This exquisitely written and important book
combines the most sophisticated aspects of
critical theory with the important question

of race and vision. In focusing on the
contemporary Australian scene, Ravenscroft
demonstrates an acute, tortured and urgent
problem of race. And it is precisely because of
this specificity that Ravenscroft is able to avoid
the generalizing claims that dominate many
modes of critical theory. The Postcolonial Eye
will be hailed as a major contribution to race
theory, postcolonial theory, political theory and ethics.

Claire Colebrook, Penn State University, USA

The Postcolonial Eye is about the ‘eye’ and the ‘I’ in the
contemporary Australian scene of race, specifically the
subjectivity of vision and the troubled project of knowing
one another across the cultural divide between white

and Indigenous Australia. Though located in Australian
Studies, Ravenscroft’s book, in its interrogation of race and
whiteness and engagement with European and American
literature and criticism, has far-reaching implications

for understanding the important question of race and
vision.

Contents: Introduction: scenes of race; PART | “THERE Is AND Can BE No
BruTE VisioN': The eye and the ‘I. PART Il WHEN THE OTHER DISAPPEARS
FROM MY LINE OF SIGHT: Coming to matter: the grounds of our embodied
difference; What falls from view? On re-reading Plains of Promise;
Dreaming of others: Carpentaria and its critics; A postcolonial uncanny.
PART 11l THE IMAGE OF MY OwN Desire: White men as hidden spectators;
White women looking on; ‘Matron always carried a small whip’.

PART IV WHITENESS AND ITs VEILs: Darkness casts its light: Australian
blackface; Resisting a white spectator’s enjoyment: Benang’s aesthetics;
Bibliography; Index.
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