An exciting opportunity exists for an organised and innovative Research Assistant to join the team at the Centre for Cultural Research (CCR) http://www.uws.edu.au/ccr to work on the ARC Linkage project, Hot Science Global Citizens: the agency of the museum sector in climate change interventions http://www.hotscienceglobalcitizens.net/
Applicants should possess postgraduate qualifications at a masters level or higher in the fields of Cultural Studies, critical Museum Studies or another relevant discipline, and possess experience working as a Research Assistant in a team environment.

The research assistant will work closely with the interdisciplinary research team of academic and industry partners to: 

· research relevant cultural theories

· research material for publications
· undertake qualitative research

· undertake analysis of empirical data 

· work with the team to arrange the project symposium (5th-6th May 2011) and a parliamentary briefing (March 2011) 
The position is for a period of up to 5 months on a part-time basis (3 days a week) commencing in January.

For further information please contact Dr Fiona Cameron via email f.cameron@uws.edu.au

Application process

To apply please address the following criteria in a series of short paragraphs:

· experience as a research assistant

· ability to undertake research

· ability to conduct/analyse qualitative data

· highly developed interpersonal and organisational skills 

· ability to undertake literature and bibliographic searches 

Also please attach a copy of your CV and two examples of your written work by Monday 13th December 2010 with an indication of your availability for interview prior to the Christmas holidays. 

Project description

Climate change is the most serious global threat facing the world (Stern 2006).  The science is clear. The Earth’s climate is warming (IPCC 2007:2). But controversy centres around the scale and pace of future impacts and what regulations, policies and investments might ameliorate damage locally and globally (IPCC 2001; Steffen 2006:4). Climate change affects the whole planet, and viable solutions on what to do must include dialogues and decision-making with communities across the globe.


A small window of opportunity exists to avoid the worst scenarios (Stern 2006). A global response is needed, with agreed frameworks for action (Ibid). Current policy approaches have proven inadequate. Assessment of risk, prevention and mitigation is dominated by science, industry and government, which have not attended sufficiently to community practices and social and cultural contexts. Gaps between science, society and culture limit government and industry capacity to engage with communities to broker innovative solutions to climate change. 


This project operates within this gap, using an interdisciplinary approach to develop new knowledge about what constitutes effective action around climate change, and how it can be represented and debated in local and global public spheres. It looks to the museum sector - natural history, science museums and science centres - to play a role as resource, catalyst and change agent in climate change debates and decision-making, as unique public spaces where science, government, industry, society and NGOs can meet, where knowledge can be mediated, competing discourses and agendas tabled and debated. The project partners are well positioned to develop a global network to connect the sectors and broaden societal scrutiny, debate, decision-making and policy delivery on climate change. 

Partner organisations: Museum Victoria, Melbourne; Powerhouse Museum, Sydney; Australian Museum, Sydney; Questacon, Canberra and the Liberty Science Center, New York
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